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Refugees in the Making of Peace 
Edinson Arrieta, Shauna Aminath, Julio Noguera, Mohamed Shakir, Gustavo Godinez 

Sincelejo/ Panseñor, Colombia 
May 29th – July 15th 2007 

Objectives 
• Give the opportunity to the children in the community of experiencing new activities from our 

Extracurricular Activities Program.  
• Educate the community in three different areas: Weapons awareness as a violence trigger, 

extracurricular activities, and their influence in the community as peace developers and change makers. 
• Generate a cultural exchange project/Community and vice versa, by sharing life with the community. 
• Bring hope to those who seem to have lost everything. 
• Set a higher Standard of involvement in the Westminster College community. 

 
The Plight of Internal Refugees in Colombia 
The current internal conflict that divides Colombia developed around 50 years ago as a consequence of the 
Cuban Revolution. The causes which triggered the creation of guerrilla groups in Colombia are not as horrendous 
as its consequences. Drug and weapons’ trafficking and death are some of the immediate consequences of this 
ongoing internal conflict. However, internal migrations within the country have been taking place. These 
migrations take Colombians out of their original lands and force them to flee to unknown cities and towns. 
Internal refugees in Colombia have to face the challenge of starting a new life for themselves and their families, 
fighting against all odds in a entirely different situation. Quite frequently, 10 to 20 families are forced to leave 
their lands for political reasons and do not receive any help from both local and state government. With 
“Colombia Project 2007”, we are attempting to tackle the immense difficulties facing the communities of internal 
refugees in their new locations. The project’s Members are Shauna Aminath, Gustavo Godinez and Julio 
Noguera in charge of the Extracurricular Activities Program, and Mohamed Shakir and Edinson Arrieta in 
charge of the Alimentation Program and the Arms Education Program. All the students involved are currently 
enrolled as full-time students at Westminster College, Missouri.   
 
Refugees and New opportunities in the Countryside 

I. Grants for Economic Development 
The first part of the project will take place in Panseñor, a tribal village 15 minutes away from Sincelejo. The 
project’s members will stay in the village during the first two weeks of the project from May 31st to June 8th of 
2007. The first section of the project is called the Bonus Grant Program. The community of Panseñor encloses 
around 10 families and the Project will give Bonus Grants to all of those families, based on their economic 
necessity and their level of involvement within their town, concerning how beneficial their actions within the 
community are in their pursuit for peace. Each family will have the opportunity to be granted up to 300 dollars. 
The visits to the different families around the area will take place in the afternoons. During this time the 
participants of the Colombia Project will engage in an exhausting selection process of deciding what families 
will receive the grants. They will also experience first hand the everyday lives and needs of the displaced 
community members. The head of the Indigenous tribe, “Capitan Indígena” Enoy Aleán has already been 
contacted to organize the visits and the required accommodations once the Project is confirmed. Enoy Aleán has 
also offered himself to guide us through the village himself during the entire process of visits. The Grants and 
amounts will be studied and the final decision will be released on June 18th of 2007. A signed statement of 
responsibility will be required from each family. These statements of responsibility will commit the families to 
allocate their grants responsibly and efficiently, in order to benefit not only their families but the community as a 
whole.  

II. Artistic Camp 
The local Christian church, “Centro Cristiano Jireh”, offered us their property to start the Artistic Camp. The 
children of the refugee community will be given the opportunity to experience new activities and explore their 
talent through the Extracurricular Activities Program. It has the same name as the program for the urban area; 
however, it will cover different programs, such as Aerobics and English lessons. (The Extracurricular Activities 
Program will be explained thoroughly in the second section of the project). The camp will take place during the 
first two weeks of the project, along with the visits to the families of the community. 
 
Refugees in the Metropolis 

I. Feeding for Peace 
The second part of the project will take place in the city of Sincelejo. Refugee based neighborhoods La Vega, 
Villahermosa and 20 de Junio, will be center of our actions with the help of their local Primary schools and 
Kalamary NGO. The communities have been contacted through the NGO, and are waiting for the approval of 
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this project. Starting from June 11th through July 7th of 2007, the local community will be offered the opportunity 
to participate in three different programs. The first one being the Alimentation Program, which consists in giving 
each family an alimentation package, that we hope will help with their food requirements for about two months. 
This part of the program will be developed on June 11th of 2007, the same day that the Alimentation Program 
will be providing the Panseñor community and the Villahermosa community the needed utensils and supplies for 
their respective Soup Kitchens.  

II. Education the key for Peace 
We understand that most of the community members have jobs and will not be able to spend much time working 
with the members of the Colombia Project. However, we expect their children to be actively involved in the 
program because it will be during their vacation.  A sub-section of this part of the Colombia Project is called the 
Extracurricular Education Program. We will introduce the children to activities such as music, drama and Art 
(painting and drawing). Usually they do not have the chance to experience extracurricular activities in school.  

III. Weapons “Aren’t” Toys 
For both Rural and Urban communities the Project will have a one day action. We will encourage the children of 
the community to give their guns and military toys in exchange of harmless toys such as footballs, doll, etc. The 
Arms Education Program will have a collection part and a destruction part, to make a symbolic statement to the 
community, in which they will understand that prospects for peace are first achieved within their families. The 
program is planned for June 30th of 2007. An initial contact is already being made with the local newspaper El 
Universal and EXITO supermarket for the publicity an economical support of this initiative. 

IV. Aware Community Equals to a Better Society  
The Colombia Project 2007 will finish on July 7th with a final presentation in the municipal auditorium. The 
Extracurricular Education Program in its different sections offers the possibility to prepare the children involved 
in the project for this final presentation. The children will have something to look forward to, and most 
importantly, the city of Sincelejo (politicians and influential characters) will see the potential that these 
communities have. The art section of the Colombia Project includes Paintings for Peace. In this section the 
children involved will show, through their painting, what they have suffered living in severe poverty. The 
paintings will be shown in the lobby of the auditorium before the presentation and will be taken to the United 
States for auctioning. All funds collected from this initiative will be taken back to the community and spent on 
school supplies for the local children. The Drama and Music section will develop “El Semillero” a local play 
which involves creative acting and traditional dances. We will also perform a musical presentation with some of 
our project’s members and a final speech to address the projects achievements and the ways in which Colombia 
can be change toward peace with the expected help of its citizens. 
 
The Changing of Lives – Outcomes 

 Through the experience of Colombia Project 2007, the rural refugee community and the urban refugee 
community will start to believe in themselves once again.  

 They will have hope that peace can be achieved with the inspiration and passionate activism of its 
community members.  

 The city of Sincelejo will see that being a citizen involves a little commitment to the less privileged 
communities and that there are ways to get organized and run toward peace in Colombia, Latin-
America and the world.  

 Westminster College and the surrounding Community will gain awareness of the situation of this 
particular community and their struggle for survival. 

 The UWC community from other campuses will share this experience through the results presented and 
those students who come to the project. 

 A positive evaluation of the project by the 15th of July 2007. 
 
As members of Colombia Project 2007, we believe that in the end even the darkness of war will pass, and 
then the sunshine of peace would come. We have to hold on to something, and we hold on to the hope that 
there is still some good in this world and it is worth fighting for.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




