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Aim:

To create a structured co-curricular program that will enable secondary school students in
Tanzania to explore each other’s cultural heritage in a positive and respectful way, and learn a variety of
appropriate techniques for mediation and peaceful conflict resolution.  An essential component of
creating a peaceful world is to promote and teach the use of non-violent means of communication and
interaction; this project aims to do just that on a continent that is riddled with war and volatile situations.
By implementing a curriculum that focuses on the issue of peace serves as the beginning to developing a
generation of future leaders who have knowledge and understanding of how to access peaceful solutions
to issues that constantly arise in our societies all around the world.

Obijectives:

1. Review, extend and reprint course books (student handbooks and facilitator manuals) for the
existing Aang Serian Intercultural Education program through consultations with teachers,
students and local community elders of both sexes

2. Train teachers at a rural Tanzanian secondary school in methods and ethics for social science
research, to enable the students to use simple research methods such as semi-structured interviews
and surveys in order to find out about traditional ways of solving disputes in their own
communities

3. Conduct internet-based research on traditional methods of conflict resolution in indigenous
societies around the world, together with other mediation and direct conflict resolution techniques
that may be useful and appropriate in the Tanzanian context, and produce a draft student
handbook and facilitator manual in collaboration with teachers and students

Background:

In a multi-ethnic society, true peace can only be established when cultural differences are
acknowledged and respected, rather than ignored or suppressed. The Aang Serian Intercultural Education
(IE) curriculum has been developed through collaboration between Tanzanian, British and American
educators. It is based on a ‘research and discussion’ model that aims to give students an opportunity to
explore their own culture and that of others in an atmosphere of mutual respect. As it requires the
students to answer questions by interviewing elders within the local community or at home, it also
provides a systematic way of preserving and documenting the traditional knowledge of older generations.

The Aang Serian IE program has been cited in a United Nations Environment Program report
(2003) as a potential model for appropriate education for Indigenous Peoples that can promote sustainable
development while being compatible with their traditions. A small grant has recently been received from
the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues for a pilot project (October 2006 to May 2007) to use the
IE curriculum in a semi-formal education project for indigenous youth from three ethnic groups in
northern Tanzania, using video documentation. The proposed project will follow up on this by giving an
opportunity for all those involved to review and improve the curriculum, before producing a final version
to be field tested for use as a co-curricular activity in a registered Tanzanian secondary school. In
addition, it will extend the existing program by incorporating mediation and conflict resolution skills,
based on examples from the students’ own communities; from indigenous societies around the world; and
from international research in the field of peace studies.

Expected Outcomes:




e The existing Aang Serian IE curriculum will be revised through a process of consultation in three
communities in northern Tanzania, and we will print 300 student workbooks and 10 facilitator
manuals to enable the program to be piloted in secondary schools in the three villages

e Teaching staff and 20 Form 3 students (aged 16-17+) at one school, Noonkodin Secondary
School in Eluwai, Monduli District, will be trained in research skills and carry out research on
traditional methods of conflict resolution within their home communities

e Solar-powered computer and internet facilities will be installed at the school

o | will carry out internet-based research with teachers and students on traditional methods of
conflict resolution in other indigenous societies, and internationally recognised techniques for
conflict resolution and mediation, to compile a provisional curriculum in Peace Studies

o One facilitator manual and 40 student workbooks for the Peace Studies course will be printed for
a pilot project at Noonkodin School

Prospects for Future Impact:

While this specific proposal relates to three communities in northern Tanzania (representing the
Maasai, Chagga and Rangi ethnic groups), there is considerable potential for lobbying the Tanzanian
Government to incorporate the Intercultural Education/Peace Studies program into the national
curriculum as an optional subject for the Certificate of Secondary Education Examination (CFEE).
Furthermore, as the IE curriculum itself is not culturally specific but provides topics and suggestions for
community-based research, it could potentially be used in Indigenous communities elsewhere in the
world, with opportunities for direct school linking and student exchanges. Aang Serian is investigating
the possibilities for linking with Native American and Aboriginal Australian schools, using the IE
curriculum as a basis for the exchange of information on specific subjects.

Project Activities and Timeline:

4-6 June 2007 Interviews with teachers, students and Maasai community elders in
Monduli, Arusha Region, to evaluate and revise the IE curriculum
7 June Training workshop for teachers and Form 3 students at Noonkodin

Secondary School, Eluwai Village, Monduli District in preparation
for a small project on traditional methods of conflict resolution - to
be conducted in the students’ home communities during the
vacation (9 June — 8 July)

11-14 June Interviews with teachers, students and Rangi community elders in
Kondoa, Dodoma Region, as above

18-21 June Interviews with teachers, students and Chagga community elders in
Machame, Kilimanjaro Region, as above

25 June — 6 July Incorporate changes and reprint IE curriculum (student workbooks

and facilitator manual)
Installation of computer and internet facilities at school

9-14 July Feedback from student research projects

16 July — 4 August Internet-based research, with teachers and students, on traditional
methods of conflict resolution in other indigenous societies

6-18 August Internet-based research, with teachers and students, on other conflict
resolution and mediation techniques

20-26 August Compilation of reports into a provisional Peace Studies curriculum

— student workbooks and facilitator manual

27-31 August Review and printing of Peace Studies course books






